918                   IMPERIALISM AND DEMOCRACY
to take more from her, and he wished to preseive peace in
Europe through alliance between  Germany,  Russia, and
Austria.  The Kaiser's policy did not follow these lines. He
fell out with Russia and showed hostility to France.  These
two powers therefore began to draw together.   On the face
of it, friendship between Czaiist Russia and Republican
0 France was extraordinary, but fear drove them to form the
Dual Alliance in 1893.  Each was to help the other, if either
were attacked by Germany or Austria.   Against this union
The stood Germany and Austria, who, being joined by Italy,
Alliance formed the Triple Alliance.
Here, it seemed, was that source of uneasiness and in-
security, a " balance of power"; for a balance can easily
be upset. Great Britain stood aloof. She had deliberately
wished for " splendid isolation ", and actually up to 1900
she seemed more in sympathy with the German bloc. She
had always feared and disliked Czarist Russia, and her
Egyptian policy had caused her to quarrel with France.
Her Royal Family's close connection with the Hohenzollern
dynasty of Germany might have been expected to strengthen
the ties between England and Germany,1 and Salisbury had
supported a pro-German policy. (For this chapter see Note
155).
The new century showed that all was changing. The
The most potent single cause of trouble was the building of a
German navy. That navy could not possibly help German
efforts directed against France or Russia. Land forces
would be decisive there, and Germany was already far the
most formidable military power on, the Continent. A Ger-
man navy could be aimed only at Great Britain, and in fact
we know now that it was so aimed. At first Great Britain
tried to come to terms. She offered to negotiate alliances
with Germany in 1891, in 1901, and again in 1912. Her
offers were refused.
Moreover, Britain became rather uneasy over the East
1 The Kaiser's mother was Queen Victoria's daughter.